
 
 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  

 

 Thank you for inquiring about parenting opportunities through Athens County Children 

Services.  Enclosed you will find several pamphlets and brochures which briefly explain some of 

our programs.  The children who are in our care vary in age, needs and circumstances.  

 

Foster parents provide temporary homes to children who are in the temporary custody of 

our agency.  The length of stay may vary from a day to several months and the goal is to return 

the child to the birth parents’ home.  Adoptive parents, on the other hand, provide a permanent 

home to children through the adoption process.  Children are available for adoption through our 

agency when their birth parents’ rights are severed, either voluntarily or through a court order. 

 

 Families can choose to become simultaneously certified as a foster family and approved 

as an adoptive family in order to become what we call foster-to-adopt families.  In these 

situations, the family functions as a foster family, assisting the agency to reunite the child with 

the birth parent, but if those efforts are not successful, adoption by the foster parents becomes the 

plan.  The foster-to-adopt program was developed to reduce the number of moves a child has to 

make. 

 

 Presently in Ohio, there are over 3,000 children who are legally available for adoption 

and are waiting for permanent families to call their own.  These children are in custody due to 

abuse, neglect, or dependency and on average have waited for years.  Information regarding 

children available in Ohio can be found on different county websites. The link to these websites 

is www.jfs.ohio.gov/County/County_Directory.pdf.  For national adoption information you can 

visit www.adoptuskids.org. For Ohio adoption information you can visit 

www.adoptionphotolistingohio.org.  You may also check our agency listing at 

www.athenschildrenservices.com and click on the Children Waiting icon. Please note, 

prospective adoptive parents may apply to the Department of Job and Family Services for a loan 

from the state adoption assistance loan fund. More information can be found in the Ohio Revised 

Code section 3107.018, or ask the agency recruiter. For more general information about 

adoption, our information packet includes the Ohio Adoption Guide: A Handbook for 

Prospective Adoptive Families. You may also click on the link to see the guide Ohio Adoption 

Guide: Handbook for Prospective Adoptive Families . 

The next step in the process is attendance at an Information Meeting.  These meetings are held 

periodically throughout the year and provide participants with an overview of the agency’s foster 

and adoptive programs.  We discuss the basic requirements and process for fostering and 

adoption and describe the characteristics of the children who are coming into care.  

 

http://jfs.ohio.gov/County/County_Directory.pdf
http://www.adoptuskids.org/
http://www.adoptionphotolistingohio.org/
http://www.athenschildrenservices.com/
http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/file.asp?id=521&type=application/pdf
http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/file.asp?id=521&type=application/pdf


 
 

 

These meetings are a great way to not only learn more about the fostering and adopting process, 

but also to get your questions answered! Our next information meeting will be held: 

 

 

Thursday, February 27th, 2020 at Athens County Children Services,  

Stonybrook Drive, Athens (rear of Building 14) at 6:00 pm. 

 
OR 

 

If you cannot attend the above information meeting, but are still interested in learning more 

about fostering and adopting, please contact me at 592-3061 ext.105 to set up a meeting (at the 

agency or in your home) to discuss your interest and the licensing and/or approval process more 

in depth.   

 

Attendance at an information meeting is highly recommended, but not required in order to 

register for pre-placement classes. The next set of pre-placement classes start at Athens County 

Children Services (14 Stonybrook Drive Athens, OH) starts on Sept 7th, 2019.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Pre-placement classes are also available in nearby counties (see website: 

http://www.ocwtp.net/seortc.htm for sites and contact information or call 740 592-9082).  

Applications for foster care and adoption are given out during our pre-placement classes to 

participants who are interested in moving forward with becoming licensed as foster parents 

and/or approved as adoptive parents, but are also available on request at any time.  If you access 

training through another county but want to work with us, please let me know when you have 

finished training and I will provide you with paperwork.  If you have any questions after reading 

the enclosed materials, please feel free to call me.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tanja Kuhre M.Ed. 

Recruiter/Trainer  
Athens County Children Services 
 

http://www.ocwtp.net/seortc.htm

